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Targets achieved -

where do we go from here?

Professor Brian Duerden CBE

Inspector of Microbiology and Infection 
Control,

Department of Health



Thursday, 08 July 2010 Stocktake presentation 3

Size of the problem
The media view



Ampney St Mary

Gloucestershire, England
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The Black Death 1350



Infection is differentéé.

éé.it spreads!



Biology

Microbial populations

Human populations

Human behaviour



Biology                  Politics

Microbial populations

Targets

Human populations

Human behaviour

Performance management



HCAI

Knows no boundaries 

Bacteria move with people

Affects all health and social care settings

ïResponsibility across the whole health and 

social care community

ïHealth and Social Care Act 2008



Reducing HCAIé.

Change the mindset

From: 

1) create a system to deliver specialist clinical 
care

2) take measures to prevent infection 

To:

1) create a safe environment for patient care

2) deliver specialist clinical care within that     
environment



Staphylococcus aureus  bacteraemia and methicillin susceptibility 

(voluntary reporting scheme): 

England and Wales, 1990 - 2004
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C. difficile voluntary reporting 1991 ï2005: 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland
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The HCAI challengeé..

MRSA bacteraemia

ï2001/2        7291

ï2002/3        7426

ï2003/4        7700

ï2004/5        7212

ï2005/6        7097

ï2006/7        6383 

C. difficile infection

>65 years

ï2004             44314

ï2005             51767

ï2006             55681

ï2007             50392

é.why?


