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What do the guidelines say? 

(Oct 2008)

�‡ Postoperative phase�±use an non-touch technique for changing or removing 

surgical wound dressings

�‡ Wound cleansing �±use sterile saline for wound cleansing up to 48hrs after 

surgery. Advise patients they may shower safely after 48hrs after surgery. 

Consider the use of tap water for wound cleansing after 48hrs if the surgical 

wounds has been separated or surgically opened to allow the drainage of pus or 

other contaminated fluids

�‡ Which wound dressing?

�‡ Topical antimicrobial agents �±do not use for surgical wounds healing by primary 

intention to reduce the risk of SSI

�‡ Debridement technique? if required

�‡ Specialist wound care services �±refer to a tissue viability nurse (TVN) or other 

healthcare professional with tissue viability expertise) or advice on appropriate 

dressings for the management of surgical wounds healing by secondary intention    


