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What is Surveillance?

ñThe ongoing, systematic 
collection, analysis and 
interpretation of health 
data essential to the planning, 
implementation and evaluation 
of public health practice, 
closely integrated with the 
timely dissemination of 
these data to those who 
need to know .ò

Centre for Disease Control,

Atlanta, USA.

http://www.cdc.gov/index.htm
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Key Aim of Surveillance

ÂTo provide information that when fed 
back results in improvements in 
patient care and in the quality of 
treatments provided.

ÂReduction in the incidence of 
Healthcare Associated Infections - SSI
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Key Points re Surveillance

ÂDefinitions

ïConsistent

ïStandardised

ÂData collection

ÂEngagement

ÂTimeliness of feedback

ÂValidation



Public Health Wales NHS Trust



Public Health Wales NHS Trust

Most common HCAI in 
Wales

ÂñChest infectionsò ï24%

ïLower respiratory tract infections and 
pneumonia together

ÂSurgical Site Infections 19%

ÂUrinary Tract Infections 16%

HIS Prevalence Survey 2006
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National SSI 
surveillance in the UK

England N Ireland Scotland Wales

SSI portfolio V V M (Ó2) V

Orthopaedic SSIs M M M M

Caesarian section 
SSIs

V(pilot 2009) M M M

Neurosurgical SSIs NO V V V

Vascular Surgery V V V V

M: mandatory    V: voluntary
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Orthopaedic SSI 
surveillance - Definitions

ÂCDC (NNIS) definition

ÂModified definition in England
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CDC NNIS definitions of 
SSI

Guideline for the Prevention of Surgical 
Site Infection. AJ Mangram et al . April 
1999, Infection Control & Hospital 
Epidemiology
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Also uses CDC 
definition of SSI


