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SSI sandwich!

ÅSurgical site infections compose up to 20% of all 

healthcare-associated infections. At least 5% of 

patients undergoing surgery develop a surgical 

site infection.

ÅThe majority of surgical site infections are 

preventable and measures can be taken in the pre-

,intra- and postoperative phases of care to reduce 

risk of infection.



Guideline in a nutshell

ÅPre - No hair removal; antibiotic prophylaxis

ÅIntra - Skin prep; interactive dressing

ÅPost - Refer to TVN for 20 intent wounds



In a little more detail

ÅANTT

ÅSterile saline first 48 hours

ÅTapwater post 48 plus open wounds (allow 

showering at 48+)

ÅInteractive dressings for 20 intent wounds

ÅRefer to TVN for dressings advice on 20 

intent wounds



What else?
ÅDo not usethe following to reduce the riskof 

surgical site infections:
ïtopical antimicrobial agents for surgical wounds that are healing 

by primary intention

ïEusol and gauze, or moist cotton gauze or mercuric antiseptic 
solutions for surgical wounds that are healing by secondary 
intention.

ÅGive antibioticas per local formulary  if SSI suspected

ÅDo not useEusol and gauze, or dextranomer or enzymatic 
treatments for debridement of surgical site infections

ÅTo improve the management of surgical wounds:
ïuse a structured approach to care (including preoperative 

assessment to identify patients with potential wound healing 
problems)

ïprovide enhanced education to healthcare professionals, patients 
and carers, and share clinical expertise.



HII SSI bundle
http://www.clean-safe-care.nhs.uk/toolfiles/22_SL_HII_4_v2.pdf


