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HPA SSI Surveillance 2007

Category No of Hosp % SSIs
Abdominal hyst 12 0.3
Hip 166 0.5
CABG 12 2.7
Vascular 19 3.6
Small bowel 5 7.4
Large bowel 20 8.3



Surgical Site Surveillance
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Surveillance Programme

.
• January 2008 – April/May 2008

• Colorectal and primary breast surgery

• SSI definition (HPA and CDC)

• Surveillance nurse

• Full 30 day follow up

• Phone calls 

• Visiting patients in their own home



Colorectal surgery - SSI

.
105 patients included in the surveillance



Colorectal surgery - SSI

.
105 patients included in the surveillance

27% (29/105) had a surgical site infection



Colorectal surgery - cost

.
Additional cost (on top of basic package) –
exact figures, not estimates or modelling
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Resource In patient Community Total cost
Extra in patient days £398 247,954 247,954

District nurse cost £56 30,912 30,912

Practice nurse cost £25 50 50

GP costs £69 138 138

Clinic/OPD £100 100 100

Vac dressing total 7,000 7,290 14,290

Dressings £6 917 1,855 2,772

Antibiotics £34 442 442

Swabs £7 56 56

Tests (ultrasound) £38 38 38

Re- admission costs £322 3,864 3,864

Total (for 29 patients) 259,835 
(Acute 86%)

40,781 
(PCT 14%)

300,616

Cost per SSI 8,960 1,406 10,366



Breast surgery - SSI

.
159 patients included in the surveillance



Breast surgery - SSI

.
159 patients included in the surveillance

10% (16/159) had a surgical site infection



Breast surgery - cost

.
Additional cost (on top of basic package) –
exact figures, not estimates or modelling
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Resources In patient Post discharge Total £
Extra in pt. days 8,756 8,756
District nurse cost 2,352 2,352
Pract. nurse cost 2,450 2,450
GP costs 276 276
Clinic/OPA 100 100
Silver dressings 106 153 259
Cosm. dressings 70 70
Sorbsan packing 686 686
Swabs 28 28
Antibiotics 612 612
Re-admission 5,970 5,970
Total 15,832 6,627 22,459
Cost per SSI 989.5  414 1,403



Nice Clinical Guideline 074

• Hand decontamination

• Incise drapes

• Use of sterile gowns/ gloves

• Antiseptic skin preparation

• Diathermy

• Maintaining patient 
homeostasis

• Wound irrigation

• Antiseptic agents

• Dressings

Intraoperative phase



Hand decontamination

• The team should wash their 
hands before 1st case using an 
aqueous antiseptic solution, a 
single use brush or pick for the 
nails.

• Hands should be washed 
between cases either with 
alcoholic hand rub or antiseptic 
surgical solution.

Recommendations



Incise drapes

• Do not use non- iodophor      
impregnated drapes routinely 
for surgery as they may increase 
the risk of surgical site infection.

• If an incise drape is required, 
use an iodophor –impregnated 
drape unless the patient has an 
iodine allergy 

Recommendations


